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ABSTRACT

A large proportion of the World’s freshwaters are experiencing drying events, and the
extent of these events is increasing because of global change. Intensified research over
the past decades has shed new light on the ecology of these ecosystems that have been
overlooked by freshwater scientists for too long. Temporary freshwaters (TF), including
streams, rivers, lakes, ponds, reservoirs and wetlands, contribute substantially to
biodiversity and biogeochemical processing and provide important ecosystem services
to human societies. Following the growing interest from the academic sphere, TF are
receiving increased attention from water resource managers. Organized by the
International Network on Limnology of Drylands (INLD) and the COST Action Science
and Management of Intermittent Rivers and Ephemeral Streams (SMIRES), this special
session will bring together ecologists to present their latest research on the ecology of
TF in the context of global change and to address potential challenges in managing these
prevalent ecosystems.
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